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www.highoffleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

hopc.clerk@gmail.com  
 

Minutes of Meeting of Council held at  
7:00 pm on Thursday 13 November 2025  

at Woodseaves Village Hall 
 

Councillors Present.  
P. Haslop (Chair) Councillors: E. Halls; R. Hockenhull; P.Mason; M. Smith; D. Turpin; M.Turvey.  

Stafford Borough Councillors – S Spencer / M Winnington 

Staffordshire County Council - J Pert 

 
Public Open Forum. 
Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has power, for 
up to 5 minutes each. 

Residents attended for items already listed on the agenda.  

25/073: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences 
No apologies were given or absences recorded. 
 
25/074: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on Thursday 9 
October 2025 
Councillors unanimously agreed that the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true and 
accurate record.  

25/075: To Note any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received.  

25/076: To Discuss Old Hall Farm 
The Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman (LGSCO) has responded to our complaint, 
stating that they cannot investigate complaints made by public bodies such as Parish Councils. Chair 
Haslop suggested that individuals wishing to pursue this avenue of complaint contact the LGSCO 
directly and reference complaint number 25014567. 
 
Discussion took place around recently amended planning application 24/39713/FUL at Old Hall Farm 
Shebdon Road High Offley and it was noted that the application makes no reference to the 400 yards 
minimum required to site livestock away from residential dwellings. Councillors Spencer and 
Winnington have both called in the application.  
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Councillor Spencer reported that two additional Enforcement Agency staff members have recently 
left their posts. It is understood that each of the remaining officers is now managing a caseload of 
approximately 100. Councillor Spencer has raised these concerns with the Head of Planning and the 
relevant Member, and gave assurance that he is actively pursuing a resolution. However, he noted 
that progress is proving difficult due to the current shortage of staff. 
Councillor Pert will ask Staffordshire County Council, Highways Department to respond to the 
planning application.  Councillor Pert suggested attending the relevant planning meeting when the 
date is known.  
Action:  Clerk to progress Stage 1 complaint with Stafford Borough Council to Stage 2 and to write 
with the issues to Tim Clegg, Chief Executive of Stafford Borough Council, CC Councillors Pert, 
Spencer and Winnington and MP Leigh Ingham.  
 
25/077: To Discuss Planning Applications 
24/39713/FUL at Old Hall Farm Shebdon Road High Offley – object  
25/41392/HOU at Moss Fennen, Dickys Lane, Woodseaves - object 
 
25/078: To Discuss Highway Issues 
a) Speeding on High Offley Road – Update  
No further update since last meeting.  
Action:  Item to be added to next agenda.  Clerk to write to original complainants to acknowledge  
receipt of their concerns and to highlight progress / discussion to date.  
b) Shebdon Verges – Update 
Councillors Pert and Smith have visited the site, taken photos and reported the issues to the 
Highways Department.  
Action:  Item to be added to next agenda.  Clerk to write to original complainant to acknowledge 
its receipt and give an update on progress.  
c) Pavements on Stafford Road, Woodseaves – Update  
Councillor Smith has written to the Planning Officer who has advised they will be recommending a 
refusal.  
Action:  Item to be added to next agenda.   
d) Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent Vehicle – Update 
Chair Haslop gave an update on the RBC cleanse at Woodseaves which took place on 10 October 
2025.  A resident expressed appreciation for the deployment of the 3K vehicles but noted that work 
commenced at 07:40 rather than the agreed 08:00 am start time, and that the Banksman was 
observed remaining in his vehicle at the top of Moscow Lane until 8:00 am. Assurance has been 
requested from the contractors that these issues will not recur. Severn Trent has addressed the 
issues with the third party contractor.  
 
A resident raised that at the last meeting with Severn Trent it was stated that a permanent access 
road would cost around £500,000.  The resident felt that this figure is relatively small compared with 
Severn Trent’s reported profits of over £590 million last year and the estimated £350,000 potential 
annual revenue from the 350 new houses planned for Woodseaves. The resident reiterated that 
Moscow Lane remains unsuitable for large vehicles and as Moscow Lane is a bridle path, public 
safety and access must be respected. 

Speed Indicator Device Data - Chair Haslop gave an update on the SID data that he has been trying 
to obtain for a resident.  Unfortunately the company we purchased the device from has gone into 
administration, however the manufacturer were contacted and  were able to help.  A cable was 
purchased to download the data. The SID device retains data for three months, requiring regular 
downloads to prevent overwriting. Analysis is only available in km/h, with a set point of 50 km/h 
(≈31 mph), and cannot be altered. Using conversion, the data shows an average of 731 vehicles per 
day, with a maximum recorded speed of 52 mph. On average, 23 daily speed violations were 
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recorded above 31 mph. The software also offers the option to analyse 24-hour periods, though this 
has not yet been explored due to system limitations. 

25/079: To Receive Reports from Borough and County Councillors  

a) Councillor Scott Spencer  
Councillor Spencer stated that he had nothing additional to raise.  
 
b) Councillor Jeremy Pert 
Councillors in Stafford Borough have voted in favour of creating a new unitary council for South and 
Mid-Staffordshire, combining six areas: Stafford Borough, Cannock Chase, East Staffordshire, 
Lichfield, South Staffordshire, and Tamworth. The proposal is expected to save taxpayers around £30 
million annually while maintaining local identity and community connections. A business case will be 
submitted to Government, with the council’s cabinet due to make a final decision on 18 November. 
All 62 members of Staffordshire County Council have united to call on the Prime Minister to abandon 
plans for local government reorganisation (LGR) in the county.  
 
Staffordshire’s Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner (PFCC) role will be abolished by 2028, with 
responsibilities potentially transferred to regional mayors or local policing boards. 
 
A grit bin for Dicky’s Lane has been requested.  
 
c) Councillor Mark Winnington 
Councillor Winnington attend the Parish Forum meeting on 10 November along with Chair Haslop 
and Councillor Smith.  Parish representatives raised concerns about how local voices would be 
protected within a larger authority, stressing the importance of safeguarding services and ensuring 
parishes remain central to decision-making. 
 
25/080: To Receive an Update on the Civic Amenity Visit – 1 November 2025 / To Discuss Civic 
Amenity Visits 2026 
The Civic Amenity visit held on 1 November was very well attended and Councillor Halls and Turpin 
wished to pass thanks for a well-executed service.  
Dates for 2026 were agreed to be: 18 April and 7 November.  
Action: Clerk to write to a letter of thanks to Stafford Borough Council and confirm dates for 2026. 
 
25/081: To Receive an Update on the move to a gov.uk Domain/Email Addresses 
The Clerk gave an update - the preferred provider, Cloud Next, has been instructed to start the move 
and they have now completed their part.  The remainder of the process needs to be completed by 
Staffordshire County Council.  Further details including email addresses will be shared in due course.  
Action:  Item to be added to next agenda.   

25/082: To Receive an Update on the Sale of High Offley Parish Council’s Grit Spreader 
Councillor Hockenhull reported the gritter has been marketed for sale and there has been no 
interest to date.  
Action: Clerk to forward details to SPCA and ask for them to be shared with other Parish Councils.  

25/083: To Receive an Update on Remembrance Day Poppies Display  
A big thank you was given to all those that donated, gave their time for installation and creation of 
displays with particular thanks to the Village Hall Committee, the Headteacher and children at 
Woodseaves Primary School and Rod and Jackie Pearce.  Poppies / silhouettes to be taken down as 
soon as possible.  
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Councillor Turvey submitted receipts for poppies / silhouette previously purchased.  
Action: Clerk to write thank you letters to the above people.  

25/084: To Consider the Costs to Maintain Planters on Great Bridgford / Newport Roads  
The Clerk contacted volunteers who had expressed interest in forming a rota. However, the 
volunteers have confirmed that they wish to continue as sole carers rather than participate in a 
shared rota arrangement.  One of the volunteers has made a request that the planter be made 
bigger as it is currently too small. 
Councillors agreed that costs to maintain the planters could be reimbursed as long as receipts could 
be provided.  
Action: Councillor Turvey to investigate further.  
 
25/085: To Consider Finance Matters.  

a) Payments made since the last meeting. 

Lloyds Bank  Service Charge - October 2025 £4.25 

Woodseaves Village 
Hall Q2 Village Hall Hire Costs (July, August, September) £72.00 

Intermedical UK Ltd Defib Battery                                                                           £252.00 

D Cox High Offley Parish Council Administration Costs - 
October 2025 £188.90 

HMRC PAYE - October 2025 £47.40 

HMRC PAYE - July 2025 £31.80 

Total  £596.35 
 
b) Bank Reconciliation Figure as of 13/11/25 
£15,611.95 
 
25/086: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda. 
It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in December 
along with:  

- Budget 26/27 
- B5405 complaint 
- Dickys Lane sign  
- Grants: Churchyard maintenance / Parish Mag  

25/087: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting. 
** NEW TIME **  7:00pm – 8:00pm,  11 December 2025 
 
A resident raised concerns that access to the hall via the rear of the building is unsafe, dark, and 
inaccessible for some.  Chair Haslop suggested contacting the Village Hall Committee in the first 
instance to see what measures can be taken to help with the issue.  
 
D Cox  
Deb Cox, Clerk to Council. Wednesday 26 November 2025. 
 
 


