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High Offley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 7:00 pm on
Thursday 9 October 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall.

Councillors Present.

P. Haslop (Chair) Councillors: E. Halls; R. Hockenhull; P.Mason; M. Smith; D. Turpin; M.Turvey.
Stafford Borough Councillors — S Spencer / M Winnington

Staffordshire County Council - J Pert

Public Open Forum.

A resident attended the meeting concerning planning application 25/40990/0UT and raised a query
regarding specific aspects of the proposal. It was explained that Stafford Borough Council had
previously assessed the site and determined that the land was of sufficient size to accommodate up
to 17 residential dwellings. However, it was clarified that this figure did not reflect the original
intention or proposal for the site, and there was no formal plan to develop the land beyond one
property. The planning application is to seek approval for the self-build bungalow and access to the
site.

25/057: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences
No apologies were given.

25/058: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on Thursday 11
September 2025
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record.

25/059: To Note any Declarations of Interest
Councillor Turvey declared an interest in planning application 25/40990/0UT.

25/060: To Discuss Old Hall Farm

The Clerk had submitted a complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman on 28 September and
obtained a case reference number. The timescale for response is 15 working days. Stafford Borough
Council’s informal and Stage 1 complaints policy has also been followed. Councillor Spencer is
currently in communication with Teresa Dwight, Planning Case Officer at Stafford Borough Council
and both Enforcement and Environmental Health departments. There have been recent
amendments to the application received, therefore Teresa Dwight will be completing an impact
assessment before reviewing the planning application. Councillor Spencer has raised enforcement



and planning issues with the Leader of Stafford Borough Council.

A resident referred to a recent, comparable planning application case and noted that it had been
refused, suggesting that it may serve as a relevant precedent. The resident expressed hope that
similar considerations would apply to the current application.

Action: Item to be added to next agenda.

25/061: To Discuss Planning Applications

25/40990/0UT Change to Erection of a self-build bungalow (access) | Land East Of Springfields
Woodseaves Stafford Staffordshire

Councillor Turvey left the meeting during the discussion of planning application 25/40990/0UT.
Following the discussion, the application received a majority vote of no objection from the members
present.

25/062: To Discuss Highway Issues

a) Speeding on High Offley Road — Update

Councillor Pert has been in discussions with the Highways Department and they will be preparing a
report outlining achievable and cost-effective solutions to potentially address the identified issues. It
was noted however that the report may not be available for some time. One potential measure
under consideration is the relocation of the speed limit sign, which could be feasible if street lighting
was to be installed along the road. The installation of a footpath was also explored but ultimately
discounted due to financial constraints. Councillor Winnington suggested installing road signage to
alert drivers to the presence of pedestrians and other road users in rural areas. This was in response
to concerns raised about traffic safety and infrastructure limitations, particularly in areas lacking
footpaths or adequate lighting.

Action: Item to be added to next agenda.

b) Shebdon Verges — Update

Councillors Pert and Smith have discussed.

Action: Item to be added to next agenda. Councillor Pert to consult with Staffordshire County
Council regarding a resolution.

c¢) Pavements on Stafford Road, Woodseaves — Update

No update has been received. Councillor Smith has reported to Richard Woods at Stafford Borough
Council. Councillor Winnington suggested contacting Greg Scott at Staffordshire County Council.
Action: Item to be added to next agenda. Clerk to contact both Stafford Borough Council and
Staffordshire County for an update.

25/063: To Receive Reports from Borough and County Councillors

a) Councillor Scott Spencer
Councillor Spencer stated that he had nothing additional to raise.

b) Councillor Jeremy Pert

Councillor Pert gave congratulations to Councillor Winnington who has been made an Honorary
Alderman for his contribution to local community in Gnosall and Doxey spanning 20 years. The title
of Honorary Alderman is amongst the highest awards that can be made to former Councillors,
recognising their invaluable contributions and service to the community and the council.

On 17 September 2025, Staffordshire County Council’s Cabinet approved a new preferred option for
local government reorganisation, proposing the creation of two unitary authorities: East
Staffordshire and West Staffordshire. This plan replaces the interim proposal submitted in March
and aims to meet the UK government’s requirement for a county-wide solution that includes Stoke-



on-Trent and addresses its financial challenges. The East Staffordshire council would serve
approximately 690,000 residents across Staffordshire Moorlands, East Staffordshire, Lichfield,
Tamworth, and Stoke-on-Trent, while the West Staffordshire council would cover around 488,000
people in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford, Cannock Chase, and South Staffordshire. A full business
case is due for submission to the government by 28 November 2025 and full rollout anticipated by
2028.

Staffordshire County Council have decided that they no longer need to declare a Climate Emergency
and pursue long-term Net Zero targets to fulfil environmental responsibilities. A new environmental
vision is being created for the county.

A sinkhole appeared on the A519 just south of Woodseaves on the afternoon of Sunday 5 October,
prompting involvement from multiple teams within Staffordshire County Council and potential third
parties due to its location near a bridge and drainage point. Initial investigations were carried out on-
site, and further meetings are ongoing. The full road closure was quickly lifted and replaced with
two-way traffic lights to minimize disruption, a measure that local representatives have urged the
council to maintain, recalling the significant impact of a previous closure in April. A site visit and
meeting with the structures team indicated that the location may be designated as a capital
drainage site, pending discussions with budget holders. The Canal and Rivers Trust has also been
contacted due to the site's proximity to the canal and the need to remove trees on their land before
repairs can proceed. While budget constraints remain a challenge, the Highways Team has
acknowledged the urgency and complexity of the situation, and further updates are expected
following upcoming meetings.

c) Councillor Mark Winnington

Stafford Borough Council is currently preparing for future planning inspections as part of its New
Local Plan 2025-2045. While no specific inspection dates have been announced, the council is
actively building its evidence base and aligning with national planning frameworks.

25/064: To Receive an Update from Leah Elston-Thompson, Communications Managers for MP
Leigh Ingham

Chair Haslop welcomed Leah Elston-Thompson to the meeting and thanked her for her attendance.
Leah shared that MP Leigh Ingham has a team of four staff members, and her own role focusses on
community engagement and addressing the concerns of residents in the Woodseaves, High Offley,
and Shebdon areas (amongst others). Leah reported that she will relay key local issues to the MP,
with transport—especially bus services to Newport—highlighted as a particular concern. If anyone
has any issues they wish to raise, please contact Leah - leah.elstonthompson@parliament.uk

25/065: To Consider the Arrangements for the Civic Amenity Visit — 1 November 2025

The next Civic Amenity visit is planned for 11:00 am on Saturday 1 November 2025 at; layby at
Woodseaves Bungalows, High Offley Road, Woodseaves. Event to be publicised via social media.
Reminder that sofas/armchairs are not accepted.

25/066: To Consider the Options for Moving to a gov.uk Domain/Email Addresses

Councillors revisited the advantages, disadvantages, and legal considerations of transitioning to a
gov.uk domain and corresponding email addresses. Although the decision was not unanimous, the
council agreed to proceed with the move.

Action: Clerk to contact the agreed provider to begin the move process.

25/067: To Consider the Sale of High Offley Parish Council’s Grit Spreader — Update
It was initially assumed that school bus routes were included on the grit route; however, Councillor



Pert clarified that this is not always the case. Additionally, it was noted that there is currently no grit
bin located on Dickys Lane.

Councillors unanimously agreed to the sale of council owned gritter that was originally purchased in
2018 for £1200. Sandra Hockenhull will arrange the sale of the gritter.

Action: Councillor Pert to arrange a grit bin to be installed on Dickys Lane.

25/068: To Consider the Replacement Options for the Planters - Great Bridgford Road/Newport
Road

High Offley Parish Council are sincerely grateful to all those involved in maintaining the existing
planters and communal grass areas. In an effort to build on this support, the council agreed to
broaden the pool of volunteers and will issue a request for help via social media.

Actions: Clerk to write thank you letters. Councillor Halls to enlist help via social media.

25/069: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies — Update

The Just Giving page has now been closed for donations. Thank you all to those that have donated.
Donation amount raised was £354.71 (including Just Giving’s fee).

Councillors agreed to purchase 70 poppies and one, 4ft silhouette in addition to the 20 poppies
already purchased. Woodseaves Primary School have purchased a bigger silhouette and have made
a net of 100 poppies for display at the crossroads. A thank you was given to the children and
Headteacher.

Remembrance Sunday is 9 November 2025 — Councillors proposed installing both poppies and
silhouette, on either Sunday 26 October or 2 November 2025.

25/070: To Consider Finance Matters.

a) Payments made since the last meeting.
High Offley Parish Council Administration Costs £267.00
PAYE £66.60

b) Bank Reconciliation Figure as of 09/10/25
£13,247.80

¢) To Consider the Purchase of a battery for High Offley Defibrillator

Resolved: Councillors unanimously agreed to the purchase of battery for the defibrillator based in
High Offley. First Responders have generously provided and installed the pads —a thank you has
been sent.

25/071: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda.

It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in October.

25/072: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting.
** NEW TIME ** 7:00pm - 13 November 2025

On arrival, please use the rear entrance to the Village Hall.
Chairs will be put out prior to the Tai Chi class taking place in the Main Hall also at 7pm.

D Cox
Deb Cox, Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
26 October 2025



