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High Offley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 7:30 pm on
Thursday 11 September 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall.

Public Open Forum.

Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has power, for
up to 5 minutes each.

A resident expressed gratitude for the completed pothole repairs. Councillor Pert reported that
Staffordshire County Council allocated an additional £25 million from its reserves to continue
pursuing the objective.

A resident attended for item 25/047 c which was agreed to be discussed at the relevant point on the
agenda. It was, however, noted that Severn Trent lorries are of standard width, but those fitted with
ladders can be more difficult to manoeuvre down narrow lanes.

Two residents asked for an update on planning application 25/40683/0UT — Land off Dickys Lane,
Woodseaves. High Offley Parish Council has responded to the application which has been logged by
Stafford Borough Council. The next stage is to wait for the Planning Committee date in which one
person can address the members for a total of three minutes. Date to be confirmed.

Pavements on Stafford Road, Woodseaves — the pavements have not yet been installed and the
properties are now being moved into. Councillor Smith has reported the breach to Richard Woods,
Planning Officer at Stafford Borough Council.

Comments posted on High Offley Parish Council Facebook page were raised as they questioned the
integrity of Councillors of High Offley Parish Council. Councillors discussed and agreed to address
the comments and extend an invitation to a future Parish Council meeting to those concerned.

Councillors Present.
P. Haslop (Chair) Clirs E. Halls; R. Hockenhull; P.Mason; D. Turpin; M. Smith.

Stafford Borough Councillor — S Spencer

Staffordshire County Council - J Pert



25/042: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences
Councillor M Turvey

25/043: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on Thursday 10
July 2025

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record.
25/044: To Note any Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were received.

25/045: To Discuss Old Hall Farm

Councillor Spencer reported that he has spoken with Jim Wilmot, who has met with Environmental
Health/Planning Officers to discuss the situation at Old Hall Farm. They are working together to
develop a plan outlining what actions can be taken, what cannot, and what measures are legally
enforceable. At this stage, no specific timescales have been set for the implementation of the plan.
Additionally, three agency Enforcement Officers from outside the area are now in post, which may
help support enforcement efforts moving forward

Councillor Pert continues to push for a Parish Council Forum which will help to bridge the gap
between County, Borough and Parish Council departments. Potentially this will be up and running in
October 2025.

Chair Haslop suggested that as the Stafford Borough Council’s complaint procedure has been
followed without success, the next stage is to report the lack of information to the Local
Government Ombudsman. Councillors unanimously agreed to this course of action.

Action: Clerk to submit the complaint to the LGO.

25/046: To Discuss Planning Applications
a) 25/40807/FUL - Land Adjacent to The Paddocks, Stafford Road

High Offley Parish Council object to the amendment and request that the planned works are
completed as soon as possible. The outstanding work is a matter of health and safety for all users.

b) 25/40683/0UT - Land off Dickys Lane, Woodseaves

An extraordinary meeting was held in August to discuss. High Offley Parish Council’s response has
been submitted. The consultation response date has been extended until the application is taken to
a Planning Committee and therefore Councillors agreed to add to their original reply about the
pavements on Dickys Lane.

Action: Clerk to send comments to the Planning Department.

¢) Planning Application Decision Tracker — Update

The Clerk produced and circulated prior to the meeting a document containing all planning
applications previously commented on / objected to by High Offley Parish Council so that they could
be tracked to final decision.



25/047: To Discuss Highway Issues

a) Speeding on High Offley Road — Update

Councillor Pert acknowledged concerns raised about speeding on High Offley Road and reported
that the issue has been referred to Highways Officers, and a site visit is being arranged to assess
potential measures to reduce traffic speed. One possible outcome of the visit is a seven-day traffic
speed survey, which would record vehicle types, time of day, and date to inform next steps. A date
for the site visit is still pending, but the Councillor will follow up during a scheduled meeting with
Highways in the next ten days.

Action: Clerk to add item for update to the next meeting agenda.

b) Shebdon Verges — Update
Councillor Pert reported that cases are triaged and will discuss further with Councillor Smith.
Action: Clerk to add item for update to the next meeting agenda.

c) Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent vehicle — Update

Chair Haslop gave an update - the first cleansing job at the Severn Trent Moscow Lane effluent plant
took place on 1 September 2025. Severn Trent fulfilled their commitment, with two 3000-litre
tankers arriving and commencing work at 08:00. The operation was supported by a Banksman and a
Health and Safety representative, Colin Corbett, from MTS Cleansing, Severn Trent’s contractor. The
process involved multiple trips and was completed by approximately 14:30.

The job was observed to be carried out professionally and with care. One noted observation was
that while the hedges on the left side of the lane were well maintained to the property boundary,
those on the right had grown significantly beyond their boundaries. Both tanker drivers were able to
navigate the lane with minimal difficulty, although the passage was tight, with wing mirrors brushing
the overgrown hedges on the right. Severn Trent have offered to cut hedges free of charge if
required.

d) Pavements on Stafford Road, Woodseaves
Discussed under public open forum.

Action: Clerk to add item for update to the next meeting agenda.

25/048: To discuss Stafford Borough Council’s Planning Application Validation Criteria -
Consultation
Councillors discussed and decided to not respond to the consultation.

25/049: To Consider the Options for Moving to a gov.uk Domain

The Clerk has sourced three quotes for consideration and circulated the report prior to the meeting.
Councillors considered the options and agreed upon their preferred provider.

Action: Clerk to make the necessary arrangements to begin the process of moving to a gov.uk
domain and email addresses.

25/050: To Consider the Sale of High Offley Parish Council’s Grit Spreader

Councillors discussed the potential sale of the council owned gritter. It was agreed that further
exploration is required before a decision can be made to determine whether grit should be supplied
because the roads are on the school route.

Actions: Councillor Pert to investigate further / Clerk to add item for update to the next meeting
agenda.



25/051: To Consider the Replacement Options for the Planter at Home Farm

A thank you was given to Councillor Turvey who has resolved the issue by visiting Eccleshall Fencing
who have donated the wood. Councillor Turvey constructed a new planter to replace the one at
Home Farm High Offley Road. Councillors also considered if the other two planters —one on the
Great Bridgeford Road and one on the Newport Road, also need replacing. It was suggested that we
write to the volunteers and ask them if they would be willing to continue to look after the planters
with some incentive e.g. flowers donated from High Offley Parish Council.

Action: Councillor Turvey to establish contact details of the volunteers to enable correspondence
regarding the request.

25/052: To Receive Reports from Borough and County Councillors

a) Councillor Scott Spencer

John Holmes, Development Management Manager has now retired from Stafford Borough Council.
A temporary replacement has been arranged from Cannock.

The Local Plan will not be available until December 2027 at the earliest.

b) Councillor Jeremy Pert
Councillor Pert has highlighted concerns regarding the lack of bus provision in the area and has
formally raised the issue with the Highways Department for further consideration.

Severn Trent have been asked to respond to planning application 25/40683/0UT — Land off Dickys
Lane, Woodseaves even though they are not a statutory consultee.

Councillor Pert asked the Council to consider responding to the Post Office Consultation on the
Government’s Green Paper which closes on 6" October 2025 - Green Paper: Future of Post Office -
GOV.UK

Local Government Reorganisation - in September 2025, Staffordshire County Council backed a
proposal to create two new unitary authorities—East Staffordshire and West Staffordshire—
replacing the existing two-tier system of county, district, and borough councils. The East unitary
would cover areas including Staffordshire Moorlands, East Staffordshire, Lichfield, Tamworth, and
Stoke-on-Trent, while the West would serve Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford, Cannock Chase, and
South Staffordshire. A full business case is being prepared to submit to the Government by
November 2025, with public consultation expected in 2026

Councillor Pert reminded the Council that he has a budget of £2.5k Member’s Fund annually to
support local initiatives within the division. This budget is intended to help fund small-scale
community projects, events, or improvements that benefit residents and enhance local wellbeing.

25/053: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies — Update

Current total is £350. Discussion took place around alternative ways of fundraising and fully
acknowledged that future fundraising efforts should span a variety of ways including donation boxes
and advertising in the Parish mag. On this occasion the decision was made to continue to collect
funds online primarily due to timing and fund donation amount already collected.

The Just Giving page will be closed on 31 September 2025.

Councillors agreed to purchase 20 Poppies and 1 Silhouette.

Action: Councillor Turvey to arrange purchase of the Poppies and Silhouette.



25/054: To Consider Finance Matters.

a) Payments made since the last meeting.

Lloyds Bank - Service Charge - July 2025 £4.25
Internal Audit Fee £20.07
High Offley Parish Council Administration Costs £127.32
HMRC Q1 PAYE £151.00
Mrs IT - Laptop Battery & Charger replacement £55.00
Q1 Village Hall Hire Costs £60.00
Lloyds Bank - Service Charge - August 2025 £4.25
High Offley Parish Council Administration Costs £146.59
HMRC PAYE £36.80
Total: £605.28

b) Bank Reconciliation Figure as of 11/09/25: £13585.65.

¢) To Consider the Purchase of a battery / pads for High Offley defibrillator

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to the purchase of both the pads and battery for the
High Offley defibrillator. Pads = £148.80 for two sets.

Action: Clerk to ask First Responders if they are able to order the battery.

25/055: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda.

It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in October.

Leigh Ingham representative, Leah Elston-Thompson, Communications Manager will be attending
the next meeting.

Arrangements for Civic Amenity visit — 1 November 2025
25/056: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting.
All future meetings will now start at 7pm.

** NEW TIME ** 7pm - 9 October 2025.

On arrival, please use the rear entrance to the Village Hall. Chairs will be put out prior to the Tai
Chi class taking place in the Main Hall also at 7pm.

D Cox
Deb Cox, Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
23 September 2025



