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High Offley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 19:30 hours on
Thursday 10 July 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall.

Public Open Forum.

Chair Haslop detailed a request he received from a resident regarding vehicle speed signage
both in and out of the village plus footpath length. Councillors gave it their full consideration
and Councillor Halls stated this has been considered by High Offley Parish Council
previously and the cost had been determined to be too high. Staffordshire County Council
will not install repeater signs as there are lampposts in the area.

Action: Clerk to respond to resident.

Councillors Present.
P. Haslop (Chair) Clirs E. Halls; R. Hockenhull; P.Mason; D. Turpin (arrival 19:45); M. Turvey
M. Smith.

Stafford Borough Councillors — S Spencer, M Winnington (arrival 19:40) and J Pert.

25/029: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences.
No apologies were given.

25/030: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on
Thursday 12 June 2025
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record.

25/031: To Note any Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were received.

25/032: To Discuss Old Hall Farm

Chair Haslop has written a letter of complaint regarding the lack of information concerning
Old Hall Farm to Dean Piper, Head of Economic Development and Planning, Tim Clegg, Chief
Executive and Stafford Borough Council’s Complaints Department. Dean Piper responded to
say that he is meeting with John Holmes, Development Management Manager the next day
and will provide a full response in due course. Councillor Smith stated he has spoken to
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John Holmes last week and he has checked their system and there is no new information to
pass on and there are no enforcement workers, only agency staff. Councillor Spencer has
also been chasing for information and was told that that John Holmes will look into this
further but also that he is retiring and the person to contact going forward is Jim Dean.
Councillor Spencer has put in a request for an increase in agency enforcement staff.
Councillor Haslop will follow up if a satisfactory response has not been received by the end
of the week and next steps will include contacting the MP.

Action: Chair Haslop to monitor incoming responses and escalate if required.

25/033: To Discuss Planning Applications

No planning applications were received.

Discussion took place around previous applications where High Offley Parish Council have
made comment / objection and whether ultimately the application was approved / denied.
Action: Clerk to track all previous and future applications where comments/objections are
made by High Offley Parish Council and provide an update where possible at council
meetings.

25/034: To Discuss Highway Issues
a. Speeding on High Offley Road — Update

On hold until County Councillor is in office.

b. Shebdon Verges — Update

On hold until County Councillor is in office.
c. Potholes — Grub Street

Chair Haslop suggested that those wishing to do so, log the incidents on the Report It app

and then continue to follow up as and when necessary, until resolved. Councillor Smith

reported that the Oldershaw’s Lane potholes have now been completed.
d. Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent vehicles — Update

Chair Haslop and Councillor Turvey met with Andrew Bradford, West — Business Lead from

Severn Trent on 8 July. Chair Haslop reported it was a productive meeting and Andrew

would like to work together to find a resolution. Unfortunately, a permanent alternative

access road is likely to cost around the £500,000k mark. Severn Trent has committed to the
following:

e Following site review with the Severn Trent team and contract partners, the routine
cleansing activity on the treatment assets, will be undertaken by 3K vehicles as a
standard. If there is a shortfall in 3k availability and a cleanse is required, a 4K rear steer
will be used. Please note these units are the same width as a 3k. Severn Trent will also
ensure there is a banksman present for the routine cleanses. Where possible, Tuesday’s
will be avoided as this is also bin collection day, which removes risk of meeting another
HGV on the access track & bins on road side.

e Severn Trent’s Contract partners have attended site and completed a risk assessment
and are supportive of the actions .

e Severn Trent are seeking alternative options for their chemical deliveries to ensure
vehicles are kept to the smallest size available. There are approximately 6 deliveries per
year.

e To all HGV activity — a curfew of not before 8am will be instructed for routine activities.

e Severn Trent to take a further look at options for access and they will instruct their Land
and Planning agents and Grounds Control contractors to investigate options for routine
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vegetation maintenance up and down the access road.

e Severn Trent have raised a company risk for the access road and can seek options for
other access. Please note, there is no commitment on delivery. This would be to
understand costs associated for alternative access.

e To cut back hedges down Moscow Lane to help the vehicles access.

Chair Haslop raised with Severn Trent at the meeting the potential for new houses being

built in the area and the impact this would have — Andrew didn’t think this would be a

problem as existing infrastructure could withstand the increase. Discussion took place

around the land detailed in the neighbourhood plan that could potentially attract planning
applications, though it was noted that none have been received to date.

Action: Resident to notify High Offley Parish Council of each and every occurrence (with

evidence if possible) that contradicts the agreed points above and this will then be

returned to Severn Trent for explanation.
e. Pavements on Stafford Road, Woodseaves

A resident reported previously that when departing from the bus there is no footpath at the

stop, only rough land. It was noted that it is not an official bus stop. It was thought that the

housing developer, as part of the planning application had stipulated that this would be
installed and therefore if this has not been done, the non-compliance needs to be reported
to the Enforcement Department. Councillor Halls reported that she had heard the houses
are being let and that the pavement needs to be finished before the houses are occupied.

Action: Councillor Smith to review the planning applications to find the correct one so this

matter can be investigated further.

25/035: To Discuss the Merger Proposal from Forton Parish Council

High Offley and Norbury Parish Councils have received a request from Forton Parish Council
to merge with either/both councils. The basis for the proposal is that Forton Councillors feel
that their council’s size is too small to be able to effectively contribute to the local
community, and that a disproportionately high amount of its income is taken up by
operational and compliance costs. The Councillors believe that the residents of Forton
parish would be better served by a larger, more efficient council with greater resources at
its disposal.

Councillors discussed the proposal and in preparation for decision making sought advice
from Stafford Borough Council / SPCA and unanimously agreed to reject the proposal.
Action: Clerk to return the decision to Forton Parish Council.

25/036: To Receive Reports from Borough and County (TBC) Councillors

a. Councillor Scott Spencer
Councillor Spencer will attend a Local Plan update meeting on Monday 14 July but
discussion is expected to continue until 2027.

A resident asked what High Offley Parish Council’s viewpoint is on solar panels on new
builds. High Offley Parish Council are in favour of solar panels on new build properties.
Councillor Winnington stated that High Offley Parish Council is able to have a policy that
stipulates that all new build planning applications include solar panels. Councillor Turvey
suggested that this could be an agenda item for a future meeting to discuss further and
expand the list if deemed appropriate.

Action: Chair to consider request and add as agenda item if in agreement.
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25/037: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies — Update

Bank details have now been added to the JustGiving account and the link is ready to be
circulated to local businesses and on social media.

Action: Clerk to email businesses and Councillor Halls to publicise on Facebook.

25/038: To Consider the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel Recommendation of
moving to a gov.uk domain

The Clerk advised that to be AGAR compliant for 2025/26, High Offley Parish Council will
need to move to gov.uk domain and have a Clerk email address ending in gov.uk. Quotes
from the approved provider list have been sought and the Clerk will investigate the options
and costs involved and bring to meeting in September for consideration/sign off.

Resolved: Councillors agreed the move to gov.uk domain and gov.uk email address(es).
Action: Clerk to prepare report for next meeting in September for approval.

25/039: To Consider Finance Matters.
a. Payments made since the last meeting.
e PAID: Council administration costs = £180.42
e PAID: ICO Data Protection Fee = £52.00
e PAID: Zurich Parish Council Insurance £241.00
b. To consider the purchase of a new battery for High Offley Parish Council’s laptop
Councillor Turvey had researched replacement battery options and detailed the
quotes/warranty.
Resolved: Councillors unanimously agreed to the purchase of a new battery at a cost
of £55.00 which includes a one year warranty.
c. To consider the purchase of a new battery for the High Offley located defibrillator
Action: Councillor Halls to ask Russell Brooks for a battery quote and to visit the
location for his opinion on the battery life.
d. To agree the Internal Auditor’s gift expense from the Chairmans budget
Resolved: Councillors agreed to a budget of £20 for the gift.

25/040: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda.
It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meetingin
September.

25/041: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting.
19:30 - 11 September 2025

D Cos

Deb Cox, Clerk to Council — Monday 25 August 2025.
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