www.highoffleyparishcouncil.co.uk
hopc.clerk@gmail.com

High Offley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 19:30 hours on
Thursday 12 June 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall.

Public Open Forum.
Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has

power, for up to 5 minutes each.

A resident attended on behalf of item 25/021 Stowe by Chartley PC — Solar Farms. A
planning application has been submitted for a 280 acre solar farm in Knighton and wished to
state the following; acknowledgement that solar panels and renewables are needed but
they need to be placed appropriately. Consideration needs to be given to connection to the
grid along with who is the beneficiary of the energy. New building housing estates have the
infrastructure needed and local people would be benefit and more so when prices drop. An
isolated solar farm attracts potential for theft and organised crime, fire risks from batteries,
noise and light pollution. Along with disruption to local wildlife. The farm whilst being built
will increase traffic which will cause significant disturbance. There are currently 114
objections to the planning application

From a High Offley Parish Council viewpoint; the main concern for our Parish is the location
of the connection to the grid and the fact and we are not in support of overhead cables
coming to High Offley Substation. We were not consulted as a neighbouring Parish and our
stance is that such facilities should be targeted on brownfield sites rather than on
productive agricultural land.

A resident attended on behalf of item 25/020 Moscow Lane -it was agreed to discuss at the
appropriate time.

Councillors Present.
P. Haslop (Chair) Clirs E. Halls; R. Hockenhull; M. Turvey M. Smith.

Stafford Borough Councillor — M Winnington and J Pert.

25/015: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences.
Councillor’s P Mason and D Turpin
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Absent: Stafford Borough Councillor Spencer

25/016: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on
Thursday 8 May 2025

Councillor Turvey noted the absence of thanks to the outgoing Chair in the minutes and
reiterated acknowledgement of Councillor Halls dedication to the role over the last 4 years.
All Councillors’ gave their personal thank you on behalf of the Parish Council and its
residents.

The minutes were then accepted as a true and accurate record.

25/017: To Note any Declarations of Interest
Chair Haslop declared an interest in planning application 25/40591/HOU - Glebe House,
Shebdon Road, Shebdon

25/018: To Discuss Old Hall Farm

The Clerk has written to Lucy Macdonald, Enforcement Officer twice since the last meeting
but received no response. Information received today from the Planning Department is that
she is on unplanned leave and she is currently the only Enforcement Officer in post.

A resident reported that the issues have still not been resolved and are in some cases
getting worse. They have written previously to Councillor Spencer and provided a timeline
of events and will send the Clerk a copy for records and forwarding if necessary.

Councillor Winnington reported that he had been told by Ant Reid, that there are 4 agency
Enforcement Officers in post. Councillor Pert reported that he has met with the Chief
Executive and Head of Planning and advised that a triage approach has been adopted and
cases will be prioritised in terms of importance. Councillor Pert was also told that
Enforcement Departments up and down the country are mostly run by agency workers and
therefore seems to be a nationwide issue.

Recent communication with the Enforcement Department recommended that individual
submit complaints which has been done but no response has been received.

Action: Clerk to forward emails previously sent to Councillor Winnington who will take to
Dean Piper, Head of Development.

Action: Clerk to write to the Leader of the Council with a complaint about the case handling
and lack of forthcoming information.

25/019: To Discuss Planning Applications

25/40360/FUL at Bramleys, Shebdon Road, Shebdon

This planning application had a return date of 11 June 2025 and therefore Councillors
considered their response outside of the meeting. There were no objections, however
comments were made around drainage, lighting and the erection of additional stables.
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25/40591/HOU - Glebe House, Shebdon Road, Shebdon
Chair Haslop was asked to leave the room while Councillors discussed the planning
application. Councillors recorded a no objection response to this planning application.

25/020: To Discuss Highway Issues

a) Speeding on High Offley Road — Update
Mark Keeling sent a breakdown of the estimated £10k costs. Councillor Pert felt that
the costs were reasonable taking into consideration public and stakeholder
consultation that would be needed. Item on hold until new County Councillor is in
office post 17 July.

b) Shebdon Verges — Update
Agenda item on hold until the new County Councillor is in office.

c) Potholes — Grub Street
Agenda item on hold until the new County Councillor is in office.

d) Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent vehicle — Update
A resident requested an update on progress made. Councillor Pert has not been able
to advance further as it warrants County Councillor involvement. A driver attempted
to visit the site recently at 6:30 am — the resident had been told previously vehicles
would not pass through until at least 8:00 am. The resident has written to the
Chairman of Severn Trent several times who has promised different solutions all of
which have not been implemented.
The access is not seen as a County Council responsibility as Severn Trent are a utility
provider.
Action: Clerk to write to Councillor Pert’s Severn Trent contacts with the issues and
to the CEO of Severn Trent, Liz Garfield to request a site visit.

e) Sign on Dicky’s Lane
Councillor Halls reported that the sign had been pushed into the hedge.

25/021: To receive a report from the Solar Farms Meeting hosted by Stowe by Chartley PC
on 19 May 2025

Chair Haslop attended the meeting held on 19 May 2025. Presentations were many and
included one from Rt. Honourable Gavin Williamson. Members of public attended and in
Chair Haslop’s view is there is a technical solution to the arguments for against but
personally feels Drointon is not the location for the solar farm and would be better placed
on brownfield or warehouse. The government needs to give more consideration need in
years to come and not just the here and now. The feeling from attendees after the meeting
is that the application will be approved.

Councillor Pert made two points; wind farms are already beginning to be phased out and
contracts bought out early. Figures from National Grid suggest that they already have twice
the amount of solar power needed based on projected need in 2050.

25/022: To Receive a report from the English Devolution Meeting held on 20 May 2025

Chair Haslop gave an overview of the meeting. A YouTube presentation of the meeting is n
now available and will be circulated after the meeting. An initial proposal has been
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circulated previously. Consultation will go out for each and every proposal and we are
encouraged to reply to each individual proposal.

25/023: To Receive Reports from Borough and County (TBC) Councillors
a) Councillor Scott Spencer
Councillor Spencer was absent.

25/024: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies — Update

The Clerk has investigated the Parish Council’s ability to register with the Charity
Commission so gift aid can be applied for when using Just Giving. However, SPCA have
advised this cannot be done.

Councillor Turvey has an empty and unused bank account available if required.
Action: Councillor Turvey to investigate with our local RBL contact the possibility of
donations going direct to them for our use rather than a personal bank account.

25/025: To Discuss High Offley Parish Council Meeting Frequency

The Clerk asked if there was merit in considering a different meeting frequency. Councillors
considered the request and discussed but resolved that they were happy for the existing
frequency remains.

25/026: To Consider Finance Matters.
a) Payments made since the last meeting.
PAID: Council administration costs = £217.43
PAID: HMRC Q4 = £160.70
PAID: Woodseaves Village Hall Hire Q4 = £66.00
PAID: Baby & Toddler Grant 25-26 = £190.00
PAID: SPCA Membership Fee 2025-26 = £309.05
b) To approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return — 2024-25
I.  The Internal Auditor Report was received and noted.
II.  The Certificate of Exemption unanimously approved.

lll.  Each section (1-9) of Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 was

unanimously approved.

IV.  The Accounting Statements for 2024/25 were unanimously approved.
Councillor Turvey asked for the significant variances explanation for ‘total other receipts’
be expanded on before publicising.

c) To consider the Lloyds Bank — Community Account Service Charges
Resolved: Councillors agreed to the £4.25 monthly service charge.

d) To approve the ICO Data Protection Fee 25-26 Renewal
Resolved: Councillors agreed to renew the ICO data protection fee of £52.00.

25/027: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda
It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in
July.

25/028: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting.
19:30 — 10t July 2025
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D Cos

Deb Cox, Clerk to Council - Wednesday 25 May 2025.
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