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PUBLIC NOTICE

High Offley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 19:30 hours on
Thursday 8 May 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall.

Councillors Present.
Chair P.Hockenhull; Councillor’s E. Halls; P. Haslop; P.Mason; R. Smith; D. Turpin; M.
Turvey, together with the Clerk.

Stafford Borough Councillor; S Spencer.

Public Open Forum.
Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has
power, for up to 5 minutes each.

Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent Vehicles - Councillor Pert has been
forwarded the original letter of complaint and had agreed previously to address the issues
directly with Severn Trent as he meets with them regularly and has an established
relationship/line of communication. Due to the recent change in administration it was
agreed that this needs to be picked up with the incoming County Councillor when officially
in office. Additional photos were given to the Clerk during the meeting to forward on to
the relevant person. Councillor Spencer reported that the new County Councillor’s will
officially be sworn in office at the Full Council meeting on Thursday 22 May 2025. The new
administration are currently deciding who their Cabinet Members will be and once known
who will lead on Highways, this information will be shared.

Action: Councillor Spencer offered to follow up with Councillor Pert as he has an upcoming
meeting scheduled with him.

A resident reported that the bridge on Gregory Lane is leaning at a difficult angle and is
cracked. He had tried to report but has been told that the road is not on Staffordshire
County Council’s list. Councillor Smith had reported previously 2 years ago.

Action: Councillor Smith to report again using the Report It app.
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25/001: Councillors to Sign Their Declaration of Acceptance of Office
All Councillor’s signed their declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed and
countersigned by the Clerk.

25/002: To Elect a Chair for the Forthcoming Civic Year and to Receive the Chair’s
Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Councillor Halls has been Chair of High Offley Parish Council for 4 years and therefore no
longer able to continue in the position.

Councillor Haslop was nominated as the Chair of Council and there were no other
nominations. Councillor Haslop accepted the role and responsibilities. Councillors were
unanimously in favour of Councillor Haslop being the Chair of Council for the new civic year
and Councillor Haslop signed the Acceptance of Office, that was witnessed and
countersigned by the Clerk.

25/003: To Elect a Vice Chair for the Forthcoming Civic Year

Councillor Smith volunteered to be Vice Chair of Council and there were no other
nominations. Councillors were unanimously in favour of Councillor Smith being the Vice
Chair of Council for the new civic year. Councillor Smith signed the Acceptance of Office,
that was witnessed and countersigned by the Clerk.

25/004: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences.
Absent: Councillor M Winnington

25/005: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on
Thursday 10 April 2025
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record.

25/006: To Note any Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were received.

25/007: To Discuss Old Hall Farm

At last meeting the recommendation was that individual’s contacted the Environment
Agency to report any issues along with raising through Borough Councillors. Residents
reported that they have done this but have not yet received a response. Councillor Spencer
has been liasing with Lucy Macdonald, Enforcement Officer who has been dealing with a
similar case in Gnosall. Councillor Smith reported that some silage bales have been moved.
Residents gave up an update on current situation and supplied additional photos showing
current set up.

Action: Clerk to email Lucy Donaldson with a case history and a copy of the photos.

25/008: To Discuss Planning Applications
No planning applications for consideration were received.

It is possible that an application will arrive shortly in respect of The Bramleys, Shebdon. The
Clerk will circulate if/when it sent for consideration.
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25/009: To Discuss Highway Issues

a) Speeding on High Offley Road — Update
Mark Keeling has replied with this response: ‘It is feasible to extend a 30mph limit
however the driver must understand why. It is unlikely there will be any change in
driver behaviour by merely moving the signs further out. Normally a 30mph would
commence where the environment changes such as the boundary to the village or
where the property and additional infrastructure commences. To change the speed
limit involves a legal process ( TRO — Traffic Regulation Order or Speed limit Order) |
would estimate the cost at around 10k dependant on the outcome of further
investigation. Such a request would need to go through the County Councillor
following the elections’.
Actions: 1) Due to the recent change in administration it was agreed that this needs
to be picked up with the incoming County Councillor when officially in office. 2) Clerk
to ask for a breakdown of the estimated £10k mentioned above.

b) Shebdon Verges — Update
Diane Firkins, Staffordshire County Council, Highways Department has advised that a
job has been raised for these defects. However, they are classed as low priority
tasks which are waiting on a date for repair. A resident reported that he used
Facebook to ask people to advise him of previously reported potholes (Grub Street),
he then contacted Highways with the details and some of the outstanding work was
completed within 48 hours. The resident offered to place a post regarding Shebdon
verges to see if it would prompt an earlier repair time.

c) Mileposts — Update
ClIr. Halls reported that she has investigated and found that there are no mileposts
within Woodseaves, High Offley or Shebdon. Item to be removed from agenda.

d) Potholes — Grub Street
The Highways Department at Staffordshire County Council have advised that these
roads were inspected on 19/03/2025 and any defects would have been picked up at
that time. As a result of the Inspection, some work has been raised for repair and
the remaining CAT3 low priority defects have been scheduled for repair in July.

e) Moscow Lane - Sewage Works Access by Severn Trent vehicle — Update
Discussed under Public Open Forum.

25/010: To Receive Reports from Borough and County Councillors
a) Councillor Scott Spencer
Points already addressed in annual report.
b) Councillor Mark Winnington
Not in attendance.

25/011: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies — Update

Clerk is progressing the Just Giving page and exploring options to make it accessible for all
along with the charity status of the Council to enable funds to be directed to the right place.
Councillor Smith asked if some of the proceeds from today’s VE themed coffee morning
could be donated to the Remembrance Poppies fund.

Actions: 1) Councillor Smith to seek approval at the next Committee meeting for a donation.
2) Clerk to continue investigating the options.
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25/012: To Consider Finance Matters.
a) Payments made since the last meeting.
PAID: Council administration costs = £206.97
b) Annual Governance Audit Return — Update
The Clerk has employed an Internal Auditor and will submit finalised paperwork for
approval by the next meeting. Deadline to submit to Forvis Mazars by the 30 June 2025.
c) To approve the renewal of Staffordshire Parish Council Association membership fee
2025/26 = £309.05.
Resolved: Councillor’s unanimously agreed to pay SPCA’s membership fee 2025/26.
d) HMRC Late Payment Charges
The Clerk has been informed that HMRC have instigated charges for a potential late
payment dating back to when the Clerk first started. A figure has been requested from
Sandra Hockenhull. The Clerk offered to reimburse the council once the figure is known.

25/013: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda.
All unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in June.

25/014: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting.
19:30- 12 June 2025
Councillor Mason apology for the next meeting.

D Cos

Deb Cox, Clerk to Council. Tuesday 20 May 2025

Recording of Parish Council Meetings.

It is permitted for meetings to be recorded or filmed without prior permission being sought
apart from confidential business. Members are reminded that they should avoid saying
anything which could be slanderous. While the council and its officers may be filmed or
recorded, that does not apply to filming or recording members of the public, as their
permission must be sought first. Any filming or recording must not be disruptive to the
business of the meeting (The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014).
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