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www.highoffleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

hopc.clerk@gmail.com  
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
High Offley Parish Council 

Minutes of Meeting of Council held at 19:00 hours on 
Thursday 10 April 2025, at Woodseaves Village Hall. 

 
Councillors Present. 
Cllrs E. Halls (Chair); P. Haslop (arrival at 19:25); P.Hockenhull;  P.Mason; R. Smith; D. Turpin;  
M. Turvey, together with the Clerk. 
 
Cllr J Pert, Staffordshire County Council; Cllr M Winnington (arrival at 19:24) 
 
Chair Halls opened the meeting at 19:00 hours and welcomed all in attendance.  An earlier 
meeting time than normal was arranged to allow extra time for the Strategic Land Group 
agenda item.  

The meeting was adjourned at 19:30 hours for a period of 45 minutes to allow for discussion 
of the planning proposal and to gather thoughts on services/amenities for the aspirational 
list for the Parish.  

Public Open Forum. 
A resident reported frustration with Severn Trent vehicles accessing the sewage works in 
Woodseaves via Moscow Lane (the only current access to the works). The issue relates 
particularly to 6-wheel tankers accessing the site (8-10 tankers per day every 1-2 months) to 
empty the sewage from the location. The resident has written to both the Borough and 
County Council and Severn Trent but has received no positive outcome. The issue continues 
to be a problem as damage is happening to private property. They would like to see the 
restriction of  height and weight of vehicles on the unadopted road, and to find an 
alternative way of accessing the site for Severn Trent. 

Action:  Cllr. Pert to escalate within Severn Trent and report back to High Offley Parish 
Council and the individual.  

A resident wished to raise the signage displayed during the A519 closure.  They felt that it 
would have been useful to have signs not only in Newport but actually closer to 
Woodseaves on the A519 as well so travellers were aware of where specifically the closures 
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were so they could make alternative route arrangements.  It was also noted that signage in 
Great Bridgeford also did not appear to have been deployed. An effective one-way route 
around the Woodseaves closure may have also helped.  

 
24/161: To Receive any Apologies and Record any Absences 
Absent: Cllr S Spencer, Stafford Borough Council  

24/162: To Receive and Consider the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Thursday 13 March 2025 
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record.  

24/163: To Note any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received.  

24/164: To Discuss Strategic Land Group’s Proposed Outline Planning Application  
High Offley Parish Council will respond to the consultation by the deadline of 16 April 2025. 
Councillors discussed the content of their response.  

The current Local Plan has officially been ended and is out of date.  The new one will be 
implemented and operational from December 2027.   
 
24/165: To Discuss the invitation to join Key Individual Network Membership from 
Stafford Borough Local Policing Team / PCSO Visit  

Councillors discussed the invitation to join the Key Individual Network and decided to 
decline at this point as two members of the Parish Council are already in receipt of the 
bulletins issued by the police. The invitation was extended to members of the public in 
attendance at the meeting.  Please contact the Clerk for details if interested.   

PCSO Lisa Powell has been invited to May’s meeting and is hoping to attend.  

24/166: To Discuss Old Hall Farm  
The Clerk has written to the Stafford Borough Council’s Environmental Health Team and the 
Enforcement Team and received a response from Environmental Health.  The 
recommendation is that individuals contact the Environment Agency regarding the human / 
cattle waste and silage bales that are potentially leaking.  Regarding the pile of manure and 
rat infestations, individuals should each log a complaint  : ehtechsupport@staffordbc.gov.uk  
/  General Enquiry - Stafford Borough Council 
A resident reported that they have followed this course of action but been told that they 
need to pursue with High Offley Parish Council.  
Bradley Gammond has now left Stafford Borough Council.   
Cllr. Pert suggested that individuals contact their local Borough Councillors for escalation.   
 
24/167: To Discuss Planning Applications 
Planning application 25/40426/HOU was received on 7 April 2025.   Councillor unanimously 
agreed no objections to this planning application.  

24/168: To Discuss Highway Issues 

a) Speeding on High Offley Road – Update  
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The Clerk has written to Mark Keeling, Mark Winnington and Diane Firkins with the 
requested information.  Update to follow.  
Action:  Clerk to request speed camera data from Mark Keeling, Highways 
Department.  

b) Shebdon Verges – Update 
The Clerk has written to Diane Firkins and sent incident numbers for further 
investigation.  

c) County-wide SID Scheme Proposal – Update 
Chair Halls gave a brief overview of the proposal. No further information has arrived 
as yet from the co-ordinator of the scheme. This will be forwarded when it arrives.  

d) A519 Closure – Update  
The work has now been completed and other services made use of the closure i.e. 
Highways for potholes, National Grid.  Chair Halls received numerous reports of 
issues during the closure specifically the chaos on Lodge Lane.   

e) Mileposts  
Berkswich PC are garnering interest in a collective milepost preservation 
arrangement as costs are high to maintain on an individual basis.  
Action: Chair Halls to investigate mileposts in the Parish before Councillor’s make a 
decision on whether to join the partnership.  

f) Potholes – Grub Street  
A resident has sent correspondence regarding potholes on Grub Street at locations – 
outside Moss Farm and the stretch between the turning to Oldershaws Lane and The 
Street.  The potholes have been reported via the Staffordshire County Council’s 
Report It tool and incident numbers forwarded to the Clerk for escalation to Diane 
Firkins, Highways.    
Action:  Clerk to forward incident numbers to Highways.  

 
24/169: To Receive Reports from Borough and County Councillors  

a) Councillor Scott Spencer  
Councillor Spencer was absent and no report was sent in his absence.  
b) Councillor Mark Winnington 
Due to Purdah, no update was given at this time.  

 
24/170: To Discuss Remembrance Poppies – Update 
Woodseaves Primary School have agreed to produce a display.  The Clerk has created a Just 
Giving page but this needs some editing/investigating around gift aid before publicising.  
Action: Clerk to make amendments for approval before dissemination.  
 
24/171: To Discuss an Aspirational List of Services/Amenities in Woodseaves, Shebdon 
and High Offley 
This list was compiled by all in attendance: 
 

GP/pharmacy (even if on a 
part time basis) 

Public transport services Bus stops (with space for 
the vehicle to be off the 
main thoroughfare) 
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Electric vehicle charging 
points 

School car park Playground (with 
maintenance & insurance 
cover) 

Leisure facilities Traffic measures on 
approach to shop / safe 
parking outside shop 

Football pitch in 
Woodseaves / changing 
rooms and car parking 

Pedestrian crossings Roundabout off A519 Allotments  
New Village Hall / 
Community Centre  

Wider pavements  30 mph extension from 
Holly Farm / SID  

White lines on A519 Additional Defibrillators and 
other health banks such as 
Blood Packs and 
Anaphylaxis Packs  

 

 
24/172:  To Consider the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) - Practitioners 
Guide 2025 Recommendation of moving to a gov.uk domain 
The Clerk proposed that further investigation is undertaken around the move to a gov.uk 
website domain move / email addresses and suggested the item is revisited later in the 
year.  
Resolved: Councillors agreed to the proposal.  
 
24/173: To Consider Finance Matters.  
a) Payments made since the last meeting. 

PAID: Council administration costs including PAYE = £212.56 
 

24/174: To Request Items for the Next Meeting Agenda. 
- AGAR 24/25.  The request has been received and has a return date of 30 June 2025. 

It was requested that all unresolved items feature on the agenda for the next meeting in 
May. 

 
24/175: To Confirm the Time and Date of the Next Meeting. 
19:00 – 8 May 2025, Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by the regular High Offley 
Parish Council meeting at 19:30 hours where nominations for the positions of Chair and 
Vice-Chair will be voted upon by Councillors. 
 
The meeting was closed at 21:00 hours.  
 

D Cox  
Deb Cox, Clerk to Council. Friday 11 April 2025 
 


